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This handbook brings together the essential documents regarding your membership of 
Cullen Community Allotment Association (CCAA). 
 
The Tenancy Agreement is based on a standard agreement used by a number of UK 
Allotment Associations. 
 
We are a self-managed site, which means that our Association manages the site, under the 
terms of a lease between the Association and the Lawtie Trust managed by Moray Council   
 
The Tenancy Agreement is the document tenants are required to sign to accept that they 
agree to the tenancy terms and conditions, which include agreeing to the rules of the 
Association. 
 
CCAA committee meetings are held about 6 times a year.  All tenants have the right to 
attend; please contact a committee member if you would like to do so. 
 
Self-management does not mean that just the committee runs the site; more often than not it 
is ordinary members volunteering, using their own skills, experience and initiative to get 
things done.  Please help in whatever way you can.  This is the way of getting the most out 
of CCAA membership. 
 
 
 
Heather Cameron 
Secretary 
CCAA 
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ALLOTMENT TENANCY AGREEMENT 
2021 - 2022  

 
Agreement dated from   

 
Between Cullen Community Allotment Association (hereinafter called "the 
Association") for the one part and 
 
Name  (hereinafter called ñthe tenantò) 

 
Address 

 
 

   
Post Code 

 

 
Tel No. 

  
Mobile 

 

 
E-Mail 

 

 
E-Mail is the primary means of communication 

 
Whereby the Association lets and the tenant takes a tenancy of: 
 

Plot Number 
 
 

    

 
18 x 9m at £50.00 for twelve months 
 

 
 
Please tick 

 

Or 9 x 9m at £25.00 for twelve months 
 

 
 
 

 
One box 

 

      
In accordance with the Terms and Conditions of Tenancy annexed hereto, this 
agreement supersedes all previous tenancy agreements for allotment plots managed 
by the Association. 
 
And Subject to the said Terms and Conditions of Tenancy which have been read and 
understood by the tenant who undertakes to abide by them. 
 
 
Signed by the tenant 

  
Date 

 

 
Witnessed by 

  
Date 

 

 
Address of witness 

 
 

 

 
Signed on behalf of the 
Association (Secretary) 

  
 

Date 
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CCAA Plot Inspections 
 
Purpose 
Regular site inspections are carried out to ensure plots are being cultivated and maintained 
ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ //!! IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ 
including identifying plots not being cultivated, not wanted or in temporary neglect. 
 
Who 
The site inspection team will include at least one committee member and one non-
committee member.  
 
When 
Four site inspections will be carried out each year; additional ad-hoc inspections will be 
carried out as deemed necessary. 
 
Criteria 

1. Is the plot free from perennial or annual weeds that have the potential to cause 
problems for other plot holders or interfere with the cultivation of other parts of the 
site? 

2. Where annual weeds are seen, do they appear to be temporary?  
3. Is the plot free from rubbish and kept tidy?  
4. Is the use of any sheeting temporary?  
5. Is most of the plot, excluding paths, shed and compost bins, showing signs of 

cultivation? 
6. Are all paths and boundary fences well maintained?  
7. Is there evidence that the ban on livestock or the rules on bringing dogs on site are not 

being observed? 
8. Is there evidence of chemicals or other materials being incorrectly stored? 
9. Does the plot have water capture facilities?  

 
Outcomes 
Where a plot is deemed to have failed one or more of the criteria, the plotholder will be 
given notice to carry out improvements and advised of the follow up inspection. If problems 
are not corrected within four weeks and no acceptable reason or future assurance is given 
then the secretary will write to the allotment holder advising the tenant that if matters are 
not corrected with two weeks of the date of the letter the committee of the Association will 
proceed to invoke a termination of the lease.  
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Allotment Tenancy - Terms and Conditions 
 
In these Terms and Conditions, 'the estate' shall mean the Lawtie Trust, 'the Association' 
shall mean Cullen Community Allotment Association which manages the allotment site as 
lessees of the estate and 'the allotment plot' shall mean the allotment plot let by the 
Association to the tenant. 
 
1. The tenant shall undertake as follows: - 
 
a) To pay the rent reserved in the tenancy agreement, to such person as shall be 

appointed by the Association to collect rents as arranged, normally in advance and 
without deduction at or within 28 days of the Annual General Meeting.  

 
Plots are initially restricted to one plot per household when there is a waiting list. 
Plot holders must be over 18 
 
b) To use the allotment plot for lawfully growing food crops on a not for profit basis or as 

a leisure garden and for no other purpose. 
 
c) To use all reasonable endeavours to keep the allotment plot free from weeds or any 

plant which interferes with the cultivation of other parts of the site, clean and well 
manured and otherwise maintain it in a suitable condition for an allotment or leisure 
garden.  

 
Paths between allotment plots should be maintained by the plot holders adjacent to 
that path. Paths should be kept free from obstructions. 

 
A site inspection will be carried out twice yearly by, at least, one member of the 
committee and one non committee member 
 
During the year, tenants will join up to two working parties to maintain and develop 
the allotment site.  

 
d) Not to cause or permit any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other plot or 

to any local resident, e.g. amplified music, speech etc. Bonfires are not permitted.  
 
e) Not without the written consent of the Association to cut or prune any timber or other 

trees or to take sell or carry away any mineral gravel sand earth or clay, and not to 
burn or treat with weed killer or otherwise deface any pathway. 

 
f) Not without the written consent of the Association to erect any building or structure on 

the allotment plot, provided that consent shall not be unreasonably be refused under 
this clause for the erection of a structure used for the storage of tools of a style and 
maximum size, and in a location, as prescribed by the Association. NOTE: our 
planning permission allows individual plot-holders to erect their own sheds subject to 
them occupying no more than 3% of allotment area or 8 square metres, whichever is 
the greater. Plot holders are also permitted to erect a greenhouse subject to it not 
exceeding more than 10% of allotment area or 12 square metres, whichever is the 
greater. All sheds and greenhouses will have a maximum height of 3m and have a 
sloping or pitched roofs and, for sheds, be made predominantly of wood. All structure 
must have water collection provision (gutters and water butts).  
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The tenant shall keep any building or structure on the allotment plot in good and safe 
repair and shall not use it, or permit it to be used, for overnight accommodation. 

 
 
g) Not to use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out for use of the occupiers 

of the allotment. No fences or barriers may be over 1metre in height or overshadow 
another allotment plot. 

¶ Plot boundary markers are, as the name suggests, boundary markers and should 
not be moved under any circumstances by tenants or anyone else. The only 
exception to this is where they are built into a boundary fence or similar, in which 
case the original position of the post clearly continues to be the corner of such 
fence or structure.  

¶ All plot areas are approximate, and a prospective tenant has the option to take or 
leave a plot 'as seen' during initial inspection.  

¶ Paragraph 8 of our Terms & Conditions states that "on termination of a tenant's 
lease the tenant will ensure that the allotment plot is left in good and tidy order". 
This is difficult to enforce on a lapsed tenancy and the onus transfers to the new 
tenant who will previously have inspected and accepted the site.  

¶ If an agreement is reached with an adjoining plot holder to share an area or 
facilities, that agreement is informal and not binding on future tenants on either 
side of the boundary.  

¶ A new tenant to a previously occupied plot has the right to work the full marked 
area of that ground, and if that means the removal of previous landscaping or any 
other structure in whole or part, then this will be at the new plot tenant's work and 
expense. 

 
h) Each tenant should provide and utilise a composting area within the allotment plotôs 

boundary.  Tenants must not deposit or allow persons to deposit on any area of the 
allotment any rubbish or decaying matter (except manure and compost in such 
quantities as may be reasonably required for use in cultivation). Nothing should be 
deposited on communal areas, including the car park, without prior written approval 
from officers of the committee.   

 
i) The keeping of livestock is prohibited. Keeping bees is permitted by prior agreement 

with the committee. 
 
j) Not to erect any notice or advertisement on the allotment site without the written 

consent of the Association. 
 
k) Excepting those directly abutting the outer boundary fences, trees and shrubs to be 

kept pruned to below two metres and must not overhang adjacent plots or communal 
paths. 

 
l) Not to assign, sublet or otherwise part with possession of the allotment plot or any 

part thereof without the written consent of the Association. 
 
m) That the Association shall have the right to refuse admittance to any person other 

than the tenant or a member of his or her family to the allotment site unless 
accompanied by the tenant or a member of his or her family. The tenant shall ensure 
that anyone so admitted does not enter onto any other tenantôs allotment or cause 
alarm or annoyance to other tenants. 

 
n) That in the case of a dispute between the tenant and any other occupier of an 

allotment plot or between the tenant and the Association the matter shall be referred 
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first to the Association Committee (excluding any Committee member who is a party 
to the dispute) whose decision shall be binding subject only to the memberôs right to 
appeal to the Annual General Meeting of the Association whereupon the matter shall 
be determined by secret ballot. 

 
o) To inform the Secretary of the Association without delay of any change of the tenant's 

address and contact details. 
 
p) To yield up the allotment plot at the termination of the tenancy hereby created in such 

condition as shall be in compliance with the agreements herein contained.    The 
Association may dispose of any building structure or other items left on the allotment 
garden after one month from the date of termination. 

 
q) That any authorised officer or agent of the Association or estate shall be entitled at 

any reasonable time to enter and inspect the allotment plot. 
 
r) That the tenant shall observe and perform any other special condition which the 

Association considers necessary to preserve the allotment plot from deterioration or 
to preserve the amenities of the allotment site and of which notice shall be given to 
the tenant in accordance with clause 9 of this agreement. 

 
s) The tenant shall lock the gates upon leaving the site, providing no other tenants are 

on site. The tenant shall not attempt to enter or leave the site by any other means. 
 
t) Not to communicate directly with the estate on any matter regarding the allotment 

garden or site but to address all such communications to the Secretary of the 
Association. 

 
u) Not to bring any firearm or other weapon capable of firing projectiles onto the 

allotment garden. 
 
v) Not to keep hazardous substances on the allotment. Not items may be stored on 

individual plots or general site unless used for the cultivation or maintenance of the 
tenantôs plot.  

 
w) To accept membership of the Association and to remain a member during his/her 

occupation of the allotment plot and to observe at all times the rules of the 
Association. 

 
2. The tenancy is subject to the exceptions, reservations, stipulations and conditions 

contained in the lease or tenancy under which the Association holds the land. 
 
3. The Association may at any time upon giving the tenant notice in writing in any year 

of an increase or decrease of the rental of the allotment garden with effect from that 
yearôs AGM. 

 
4. The tenant shall be entitled to draw water from communal taps on the allotment site 

(except if the water supply has to be disconnected for repairs or when it is shut off 
over the winter months) for cultivation of the allotment plot but for no other purpose. 
The use of hoses for any purpose other than the filling of auxiliary containers (water 
butts), is not permitted.   The Association reserves the right to charge the tenant, in 
addition to the annual rent, a sum equal to a proper proportion of any water charges 
paid by the Association. 
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5. Tenants are allowed to take their own dogs on to their own plot under the following 

conditions: 

 

¶ The Tenantôs plot must be secured so that dogs cannot leave the plot of their own 

volition 

¶ Dogs must be kept on a lead between entry onto the allotment (e.g. from the gate 

or from a car) and the Tenantôs plot 

¶ Any fouling by the Tenantôs dogs on the allotment site must be immediately 

removed by the person who is, at the time, responsible for the dogs 

¶ Should the Tenantôs dog or dogs be causing a nuisance (e.g. barking 

excessively), the dog or dogs should be removed from the allotment 

¶ Tenants should note clause 11 (Complaints Procedure) of the Tenancy 

Agreement, which gives details of their expected behaviour and the process to 

follow should a Tenant wish to lodge a complaint. 

Tenants with dogs are requested to observe these conditions; failure to do so may 
result in the CCAA committee reviewing this concession. It is the intention of the 
CCAA to review the implementation of this concession at Annual General Meetings. 
 

6. The Association is to be indemnified against any claim howsoever arising out of the 
tenant's use or occupation of the allotment plot and site. 

 
7. The Association shall be entitled on determination of the tenancy to recover 

compensation from the tenant in respect of any failure of the tenant to comply with 
the conditions herein contained. 

 
8. The tenancy shall terminate:  

a) Immediately on the death of the tenant although a new tenancy may be granted to 
the tenant's next of kin at the Association's discretion. 

 
b) If the tenant fails to pay rent, to meet the standards stated, or to cultivate and 

maintain the plot in accordance with the rules herein, the associate can terminate the 
lease on four weeksô notice. If problems are not corrected within four weeks and no 
acceptable reason or future assurance is given, then the secretary will write to the 
allotment holder advising the tenant that if matters are not corrected with two weeks 
of the date of the letter the committee of the Association will proceed to invoke a 
termination of the lease. 

 
c) if the tenant gives notice in writing of their intention to cease cultivating the plot.  

 
9. On termination of a tenantôs lease the tenant will ensure that the allotment plot is left 

in good and tidy order. 
 
10. Any notice required to be given by the Association to the tenant may be signed on 

behalf of the Association by the Secretary or other Officer of the Association for the 
time being and may be served on the tenant either personally, by leaving it at their 
last known place of abode, by ordinary post, by registered post, by letter sent by the 
recorded delivery service addressed to the tenant, or by fixing the same in some 
conspicuous manner on the allotment garden comprised herein. Any notice or 
application for consent required to be given by the tenant to the Association shall be 
sufficiently given if signed by the tenant and sent by a prepaid post letter, handed to 
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the Secretary or other Officer of the Association or by email to the Secretary of the 
Association.   

 
11. Complaints Procedure 

It is expected that all plot holders will act in a manner so as not to cause offence to 
others and that most issues will be solved by negotiation between individuals rather 
than resorting to official proceedings. However, there may be times when a member 
wishes to lodge a complaint. This should be done in writing to the secretary who will 
bring the issue to the attention of the committee for consideration and determination. 

 
12. Appeals Procedures 

Any member who feels that they have been treated unfairly should appeal in writing 
to the secretary who will bring the appeal to the attention of the committee for 
consideration. 

 
13. Decisions 

When considering disputes, the decisions of the committee will be final. The 
committee will always act in a reasonable manner and will use discretion regarding 
circumstances of disputes. 
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Protocols for use of composting toilet 
Basics 

¶ There is no water supply, so no flushing. 

¶ The waste will either decompose or evaporate. 

¶ The composting pile (under the toilet) must be used only for 
human waste and toilet paper - nothing else must be put down the 
pan. 

¶ The toilet padlock uses the same key as the gates. After use, lock 
the toilet  

¶ Small children should not use the toilet unattended, though the 
attendance may only need to be waiting outside 

 
Solids 

¶ Whenever the toilet is used for defecation, a handful of "soak" 

material should be added to the vault. This is usually wood-

shavings or sawdust located in the metal wall mounted box to the 

rear of the toilet 

¶ Only toilet paper can be disposed of in the toilet. Sanitary products 

and non-compostable items must be put in one of the supplied 

polythene bags and taken off site 

¶ Leave the lid down after use. Failure to do this will compromise the 

ventilation system and may encourage flies 

Urine  

¶ Always sit down when using the toilet for urinating, males and 
female. Soak material is not required. 

¶ The urinal is non-flushing but otherwise it is as normal 

¶ After using the urinal, it should be sprayed with the provided 
antibacterial spray 

 
Hand Washing 

¶ The toilet is supplied with a waterless hand disinfectant system. 

 
Inform a committee member if the supplies are running low. 

Always leave the toilet clean and tidy 
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CONSTITUTION 
1 Name  

The Association shall be known as Cullen Community Allotment Association 
(hereinafter referred to as the Association).  
 

2 Aim 
  The Association's aim shall be: -  

To provide local communities with allotments so that they have the opportunity to be 
involved in a totally inclusive and accessible activity that will have positive outcomes 
for the individual and the community. These will include health, education, lifestyle, 
social, mental wellbeing, community cohesion and environmental benefits.  
 

3 Objectives  
The objectives of the Association are: -  
a) To work to provide allotments in the Cullen area.  
b) To represent and promote the interests of plot holders and cultivators in the 

Cullen area.  
c) To create and co-ordinate training programmes for allotment holders and 

interested groups and individuals (including schools).  
d) To encourage small community projects e.g. cultural and art activities, other 

events, and competitions and award schemes in relation to allotments and 
cultivation.  

e) Establish effective links with GP practices and other health and social support 
organisations in order to promote their clients' involvement in the allotments.  

f) To encourage plot holders and members to become part of and support local 
food networks.  

g) To promote greater understanding of the benefits of allotment gardening 
among the local community.  

h) To encourage recycling and composting where possible.  
 

4 Powers 
To achieve the above objectives, the Association may: -  
a) Contact the Moray Council and other landowners on behalf of existing and 

future plot holders  
b) Contact other appropriate bodies for assistance, grants and sponsorship  
c) Take out membership of such organisations as are in the interests of and 

compatible with the objects of the organisation  
d) Arrange and provide or join in arranging and providing for the holding of 

exhibitions, meetings, lectures, classes, seminars and training 
e) Devise site rules that are binding on each allotment holder  
f) Do anything, which may be incidental or conducive to the furtherance of any 

of the Association's objectives  
g) Purchase, take on lease or exchange, hire or otherwise acquire any property 

and any rights and privileges necessary for the promotion of the said objects 
and construct, maintain and alter any building necessary for the work of the 
organisation  

h) The title to all property (including any land or buildings, the tenant's interest 
under any lease and (so far as appropriate) any investments) shall be held in 
the names of the chair, treasurer and secretary of the association (and their 
successors in office); any person or body in whose name the association's 
property is held shall act in accordance with the directions issued from time to 
time by the management committee.  

i) Make and maintain regulations for the management of any property which 
may be so acquired  
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CONSTITUTION 
 

j) Subject to such consents as may be required by law, sell, let, mortgage, 
dispose of or turn to account all or any of the property or assets of the 
organisation  

k) Subject to such consents as may be required by law, borrow or raise money 
for the objects and accept gifts on such terms and on such security as shall 
be deemed to be necessary  

l) Raise funds and invite and receive contribution from any person or persons 
whatsoever by way of subscription and otherwise provided that the 
Organisation shall not undertake permanent trading activities in raising funds 
for the said objects except by means of a company established for that 
purpose  

m) Invest the monies of the organisation, securities or property not immediately 
required as may be thought fit, subject never the less to such conditions (if 
any) as may for the time being be imposed or required by law and do all such 
lawful things as are necessary for the attainment of the objects  

 
5  Membership  

a) Membership of the association will be prioritised for residents from within the 
boundary of the Cullen and Deskford Community Council. 

b) Membership of the association for residents from outwith that area will be 
considered when there are no residents from within that area on the waiting 
list. 

c) Membership will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
d) Membership is confirmed once fees are fully paid. 

 
6  Rules and Procedures for General Meetings  

a) The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be convened by the 
Management Committee each year, and no more than 15 months after the 
holding of the preceding Annual General Meeting and not more than two 
months after audited accounts have been received. At least 28 clear daysô 
notice of the meeting shall be given in writing or by electronic mail to each 
member. Such notice to include motions or business to be brought forward at 
the meeting.  

b) At such an Annual General Meeting, the business shall include:  

¶ The consideration of the annual report of the work done by or under the 
auspices of the Management Committee  

¶ Approval of audited accounts  

¶ Election of office bearers, proposed and seconded by full members of the 
Association  

¶ Election of members to serve on the Management Committee, proposed 
and seconded by full members of the Association  

¶ The appointment of an auditor or auditors (except for the first Annual 
General Meeting).  

¶ Motions submitted by the Management Committee or by members  

¶ Other relevant business with the agreement of the members present  

¶ Any possible alterations to the constitution  
c)  Special or Extraordinary General Meetings  

The Management Committee, or not less than 20% of the total membership of 
the Association, may convene a Special General Meeting or an Extraordinary 
General Meeting at any time, provided that a letter requesting the meeting 
and giving details of the agenda for the meeting is submitted to the Secretary 
not less than 28 clear days before the day of the meeting  
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CONSTITUTION 

 
d) The quorum for the AGM will be one fifth of the total membership of the 

Association.  
 

7  Management Committee  
a) The policy and management of the affairs of the Association shall be directed 

by a Management Committee which shall meet not less than twice a year and 
shall consist of not less than 6 and not more than 12 members.  

b) The members of the Management Committee shall be elected at the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) of the Association and shall hold office for one year.  

c) The Management Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer and up to 5 other members from the 
membership. All Committee members must be plot holders.  

d) Co-option onto the Committee will be permitted as and when required e.g. for 
filling a vacancy on the Committee and such co-optees will hold office until 
the next AGM.  

e) The Management Committee may also co-opt individuals with special interest 
and skills to offer, providing that the number of co-opted members shall not 
exceed one third of the total elected membership of the Management 
Committee at the time of co-option. Co-opted members shall be entitled to 
vote at meetings of the Committee.  

f) Other interested groups/organisations/agencies will be welcome to attend 
Committee meetings on an advisory capacity and will not have voting rights.  

  
8  Rules and procedures at Committee meetings  

a) Chair  
All meetings will be chaired by the Chairperson, or by another Association 
member, as agreed by those present.  

b) Quorum  
The quorum for Committee Meetings is 5 (five) committee members  

c) Attendance at meetings:  
Any member of the Management Committee who fails to attend three 
consecutive meetings without making their apologies known shall on the 
fourth meeting, if still no attendance, be deemed to have resigned.  

d) Voting  
All votes will be decided by a simple majority of the members present. In the 
event of a tied vote, the Chair has a casting vote.  

e) Minutes  
Minutes of all meetings of the Association shall contain a record of all 
proceedings, resolutions and decisions and shall be circulated to all members 
of the Association.  

f) Disputes  
In the event of any dispute over the conduct of a meeting, the Chair's decision 
shall be final.  

g) Resolutions  
Any member may propose a resolution for discussion at a meeting. To ensure 
that a resolution is discussed it should be submitted in writing to the 
secretary, duly proposed and seconded, 14 days in advance of the relevant 
meeting.  
 

9  Finance  
a) All monies raised by or on behalf of the Association shall be applied to further 

the objects of the Association stated above and for no other purpose.  
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CONSTITUTION 

b) No member of the Committee shall normally be paid fees or receive any 
remuneration other than out-of-pocket expenses.  

c) The Treasurer shall keep proper accounts of the finances of the Association.  
d) A verified statement of accounts for the last financial year shall be submitted 

by the Management Committee to the AGM.  
e) A bank account shall be opened in the name of Cullen Community Allotment 

Association. Three members of the Management Committee, one of whom 
must be the Treasurer, shall be nominated to sign cheques on behalf of the 
Association. All cheques must be signed by two of the authorised signatories. 
Members of the Management Committee shall bear no personal liability in 
respect of the commitments of the Association whether financial or otherwise.  

f) The annual membership fee of the Association shall be determined at the 
AGM. Members will be notified of any proposed changes in fee prior to the 
AGM.  

g) Having accepted an allotment, lessees will be liable for an annual rent paid to 
the Association.  

h) The due date for the payment of annual fees is normally the AGM or within 28 
days of the AGM, at the Committee's discretion.  

  
 
10  Amendments to the constitution  

Amendments to the Constitution can only take place at the AGM or at an 
Extraordinary General Meeting called for this purpose. Amendments to the 
Constitution can only be made if two-thirds of voting members attending the AGM or 
EGM agree. Amendments to the Constitution must be submitted to the secretary in 
writing no later than 28 days prior to the date of the AGM or EGM called for this 
purpose. Such alterations shall consider the status of the Association as required by 
the Inland Revenue.  
 

11  Dissolution of the organisation  
If the Committee by a simple majority decides at any time that, on the grounds of 
expense or otherwise, It is necessary or advisable to dissolve the Association it will 
call an extraordinary special meeting giving 28 clear daysô notice of such meeting. If 
such decision is confirmed by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast in relation to the 
resolution at such meeting, the Committee shall sell such of the assets of the 
Association as they may consider appropriate for the best price reasonably attainable 
and settle the debts and liabilities of the group.  
Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities, including the 
return of those items and assets advanced or on loan to, shall be given or transferred 
to a recognised charitable body with similar charitable purposes.  
 

Adopted at the Annual General Meeting held on 6th July 2010 in Cullen Community Centre. 
 
 
  



Cullen Community Allotment Association 
Handbook 2022 

14 
 

 



Cullen Community Allotment Association 
Handbook 2022 

15 
 

 



Cullen Community Allotment Association 
Handbook 2022 

16 
 

  
Health and Safety Notes 

All activities carry an element of risk and allotments are no exception. Everyone needs to 
take health and safety seriously, but it is also very important to approach the issues sensibly 
and not become paranoid about the possibility of litigation. 
 
New and existing plotholders have a responsibility (duty of care) to anyone on their plot 
regardless of whether or not they have been given permission to be there. You should act 
responsibly and comply with any health and safety instructions in the missive of let, and any 
subsequent information given by the provider. Health and safety only becomes 
unmanageable when responsibilities are neglected.  
 
The providers should ensure that the plot is free from hazards at the time of leasing to a new 
plotholder. New plotholders should be advised about any ongoing health and safety risks or 
hazards on the allotment site at the time of taking on their plot and signing the missive.  
 
If you are not sure of your own health and safety responsibilities as a plotholder ask your 
provider. It is good practice for providers to welcome inquiries from plotholders about health 
and safety.  
 
How to report hazards and concerns  
Plotholders should report concerns about health and safety on their plot, or site, to the site 
association committee or provider as soon as they occur. It is good practice to have a 
reporting system for plotholders. There should be a list of contact details on the notice board, 
and a named individual within the local authority or providersô organisation. You should let 
any visitors to your plot know about any ongoing health and safety issues that you are aware 
of.  
 
Personal Safety  
Allotment gardeners often spend long periods of time alone on their plot, so itôs a good idea 
to have a fully-charged functioning mobile phone with you and, if possibly, to let someone 
know where you are and when you will return home. While there is a first aid kit in the 
portacabin, ideally, everyone should have at hand their own a basic first aid kit. 
Contact your local police for information about personal safety and crime prevention. 
 
Vandalism  
Most of the time allotments are havens of peace in an otherwise busy world, where 
Plotholders put  in many hours of work. In order to reduce the risk of vandalism, it is good 
practice for the provider to ensure that adequate security measures such as fences and 
hedging, are in place, and that the plotholders or the provider maintains them. Plotholders 
should always report instances of vandalism to the police and obtain an incident number, as 
well as informing the site committee and provider of the incident.  
 
Reducing chemical use  
You can help the environment by minimising the use of chemical pesticides, herbicides and 
fertilisers and promoting non-polluting materials. Organic gardening, without the use of 
artificial products is an effective way of cutting down on chemicals. There are organisations 
that can give advice and help you with the practicalities of doing this.  
 
Disposal of Chemicals 
Plotholders who use chemicals have a duty of care to store, use and dispose of them safely. 
This includes weed killers, rat poisons, fungicides and soil sterilants etc. They should never 
be decanted into another container or brought into the UK from abroad. They should always 
be stored well out of reach of children and locked away. Plotholders should contact their 
local authority waste management department for information about facilities for the safe 
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disposal of surplus chemical pesticides, herbicides and fertilisers. They should never be 
included in household rubbish, burnt, placed in skips, or poured into watercourses or any 
kind of drainage system. 
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Archaeology on [ŀǿǘƛŜΩǎ Land, Lintmill Road, Cullen 
 

hƴ [ŀǿǘƛŜΩǎ [ŀƴŘΣ [ƛƴǘƳƛƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ /ǳƭƭŜƴΣ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇƳŀǊƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 
considered to be of regional significance. These cropmarks represent the buried archaeological 
remains of an area of probable Prehistoric activity. 

 
The site has been recorded in the Moray Sites & Monument Record (SMR), and is described below 
left. To the right of this description, the aerial photograph of the site can be seen with the ring ditch 
clearly visible as a dark sub¬circular shape at the top of the image while the linear cropmarks are less 
easy to see in the bottom right area of the image (both sites have been highlighted). 
 

 

Ring¬ditches are typically either the 
remains of settlement (roundhouses) or 
some kind of funerary / ritual practice. 
It is difficult to establish what its 
function is, or which period in 
prehistory the site dates to, without full 
archaeological excavation. 
 
On the next few pages are illustrations 
of the types of archaeological artefacts 
which might be found in association 
with a ring-ditch. If you unearth similar 
items while working your allotment, 
notice any concentrations of charcoal 
and/or burnt stones, or see anything 
which seems out of place, please 
contact us by telephone or email as 
soon as possible. This will allow us to 
come out to the site, and assess and 
record what is there as quickly as 
possible, causing as little delay and 
inconvenience to you as possible. 

 
 
 

Archaeology on [ŀǿǘƛŜΩǎ Land, Lintmill Road, Cullen 
 
Prehistoric Pottery 
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Pottery is probably the commonest find on most archaeological sites, and can be a useful aid to help date a site, 
but it is not always easy to identify prehistoric pottery. Broken pieces of prehistoric pottery, covered in soil, can 
often be mistaken for pieces of stone so here are some tips to help: 
 

 

Is it curved? Most pottery 
vessels are round, so if a 
fragment has a regular curve 
and is not obviously a natural 
object then it is likely to be a 
piece of pot.  
 
Is it glazed? Prehistoric pottery 
is never glazed. The only colour 
will be from the natural clay it is 
made form, so normally earthy 
browns and ochre colours.  
 
Does it look handmade? 
Prehistoric pottery is 
handmade, i.e. not wheel 
turned but shaped by hand, so 
it can look uneven and crude. 
 

 
 

Below are some examples of decorated pottery from the late Neolithic ς middle Bronze Age period (circa 2500 ς
 1000 BC). These vessels, also knows as Beakers or urns, are typically decorated with bands of fine incised 
geometric pattern. 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Archaeology on [ŀǿǘƛŜΩǎ Land, Lintmill Road, Cullen 
Worked Flints 
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Flint was commonly used in prehistory to make tools, because when 
broken its edges are very sharp, it is durable, and it is long-lasting ς 
ŜŘƎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άǊŜ-ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘέ ƻǊ ǊŜ-sharpened. Flint is a naturally 
occurring mineral which is found in as nodules in chalk; the nodules 
have a dull stone-ƭƛƪŜ ǎƪƛƴ όάŎƻǊǘŜȄέύ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ƎƭŀǎǎƭƛƪŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΦ  
 
There are no known sources of flint nodules in Moray, but there are 
deposits of flint gravels in the Buchan district of Aberdeenshire.  
 
Flint tools are made by striking flakes of flint off a central core. The 
flakes may have a bulb of percussion below the point where it was 
struck. This is a slight swelling caused by the impact of the striking tool. 
For the same reason there may also be ripples spreading outward from 
the bulb of percussion. To make a tool the flake will need to be shaped 
further as smaller pieces are removed. 

 

   

 

Ground Stones 
Ground stone tools are generally formed from 
coarse grained stone, and are typically in form of 
axe/adze/mace-heads or grinding and rubbing 
tools.  
 
The stone type varies, and while some may be 
polished (as with the objects to the right and 
below right) others maintain a rougher surface (as 
below).  
 
The grinding/rubbing tools appear to have been 
used for domestic purposes such as grinding cereal 
grains, while many of the polished stone tools do 
not show signs of use suggesting they were status 
symbols or for ceremonial purposes. 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
  


